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Introduction: 
More than seventy per cent of India's population live 
in rural areas where water-borne diseases are major 
health hazards. To reduce the water-borne diseases, over 
the past two decades, India has made heavy investment 
in programme in related to the rural water supply and 
sanitation (RWS) and in support of this, the National 
Drinking Water Mission (NDWM) was created in 
addition to already existing water supply programmes1 
to provide potable water in a time bound period. The 
total amount invested in India's rural water supply 
programme since 1952-57 (first Five-ear Plan) is $6.5 
billion. In spite of this, many habitations have been 
partially covered and also, a considerable number of 
drinking water supply facilities defunct due to poor 
maintenance and many are not sustainable. 
Nevertheless, the funding from the government alone 
is not sufficient to operate and maintenance the assets 
and this has led to the introduction of innovative 
approaches in this sector to provide an alternative 
delivery system through the community participatory 
approach. According to it, the community should play a 
major role in sharing part of the cost and pay user / 
service charges, and also own the responsibility of 
operation and maintenance of systems. And this provides 
a place for the community to have their voice and choice 
in choosing the type of service and technology2. With 
this objective, a couple of bilateral projects related to 
Rural Water Supply and Sanitation were implemented 
in Karnataka. Among them, the World Bank's 'The 
Karnataka Integrated Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 
Program (1993-99), which is demand driven and based 
on community participation 3. The community participate 
at all stages of development, viz., planning, 
implementation and, operation and maintenance by 
locally developed institution called Village Water Supply 
Committee (VWSC)4 • Under the programme, the 
community shares 30 per cent of the capital cost of 
environmental sanitation through 'mobilizing household 
contribution. The shift in the approach of the 
government from the provider of basic services to that 
of motivating people to own, operate and maintain such 
services is ccmsistent with the current thinking. Besides, 
experience has it that community participation in the 
provisioning, operation and maintenance of basic 
services is both cost-effective and sustainable. In this 
paper an attempt has been made to examine the role of 
community in mobilizing the required amount for 
sharing the capital cost and vis-a-vis the outcomes with 
the following objectives: 
Objectives: 
• What was the amount agreed to be contributed by 
the village community?• What was the actual amount contributed?
• What proportion of the total contribution came from
the households?
• Apart from the households, from what other sources
did the community mobilise funds?
Methodology 
The World Bank assisted 'Integrated Rural Water 
Supply and Sanitation' program was implemented in 12 
districts of Karnataka, in 1,200 villages in three phases 
during the period 1993-99. In all, ten per cent of the 
villages were selected by random sampling method for 
this study and data obtained from VWSC, details of 
which have been provided in table 15 • The presentation 
has been made in three sections, in first section is devoted 
introduction and methodology, followed by second 
section which brings out the problems in community 
contribution, and in the last section presents the 
conclusions. 
Community Contribution at the Aggregate Level 
At the aggregate level, all the districts under study 
have actually contributed more than the agreed amount 
except two districts, Belgaum and Bidar, and the 
contribution varied more than the agreed amount from 
16.6 (Hassan) to 37.8 (Raichur) per cent. Only in the 
Table 1- Number of villages selected 
Phase Number of villages 
Covered Selected 
Pilot phase 11 1 
Phase I 257 25 
Phase II 937 86 



